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Minutes of Committee Meeting held at Kirkcaldy Rugby Club, Kirkcaldy

Wednesday 10 November 2010

Present: George MacDonald (Chair), Ken White (Secretary), Jennifer Mann, Alan Cutter, Helen Kuzyszyn, Shari Kane, Paula Ryce, Gary Innes, Stuart Maxwell
The Chair welcomed everyone to the Sports Council meeting and extended welcome to Shari Kane from Adam Smith College. Shari informed the committee of her role, in Adam Smith College, which is Sports and Fitness Co-ordinator, overseeing fitness facilities and the Sports Union. Her main purpose in attending was to find out what the Sports Council did and to find out how best it suited what Adam Smith were doing. The Sports Union was an obvious connection and Helen suggested that Active Schools would also be important, also the kids clubs ran by the college at Easter and Summer and what opportunities the college could provide.
Apologies: Alastair Robertson (Treasurer), Liz Anderson, Andrew Lane, Duncan Zuill, Don Burns, Marilyn Livingston, Meg Buchanan, Trish Dingwall, Bob Wylie
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting/Matters Arising: 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 2 September were accepted as a true record, moved by Alan Cutter, seconded by Paula Ryce.
2.  Reports

a) Chair – felt that there was not much to say and that everything would come up under the agenda items.
b) Secretary – Reported that he had received several items of correspondence some that would require to be discussed by the committee. There was various apologies about the AGM and various correspondence about grants. E-mail from Marilyn offering to sponsor an award again this year. Various e-mails which Ken read out.
i) E-mail from Steven Mitchell on ‘Let Kids be Kids’. This was circulated and discussed but it was agreed unanimously that this was not thought out and the Sports Council would not be taking it further.
ii) E-mail from Oliver Barsby on SALSC project which was to be set up to find out what Sports Councils should be doing. George said that a member from Aberdeen replied that the information was in each Sports’ Council’s constitution and the was no need for a project group to be set up. George agreed and felt that KASC should not participate.
iii) E-mail from Stuart Maxwell re Glenrothes. Stuart reported that the Glenrothes Martial Arts Centre had received a grant of £10,000 . This allowed them to purchase new mats hence his other e-mail offering mats to any organisation who could use them and also use of the Centre for rent when it was available during the day.
Stuart also mentioned that if Glenrothes became part of the KASC the Centre would be ideal for meetings.

Helen expressed an interest in having a look what was available.

iv) E-mail from Stuart Maxwell re ‘clubbz’ which is a do it yourself web site that may be of interest to clubs. Some discussion took place on this.
v) Ken read out a letter from The Scottish Football Association Referees (Fife) thanking KASC for the recent grant.
vi) E-mail from Paula Ryce re baton twirling. The group had not been awarded a community grant because they did not have a governing body. George said that they couldn’t apply to the Sports Council because they had to be members for a year. The question was then raised about start up grants which would normally mean a club could not have been members for a year. This will be looked at.
Action GMacD/PR
vii) E-mail from Laura Gibson re Youth Football Scotland. George was not aware of such a body. Ken will forward e-mail
Action KW
viii) E-mail from Oliver Barsby re eNewsletter. There was some useful information on this and Ken was asked to distribute to member clubs

Action KW

ix) E-mail from Jen Henderson re PVG. Ken will send out to clubs.
Action KW
x) E-mail from Stuart Maxwell re community fun day in town square. This had already been distributed.
xi) E-mail from Mike Keane re apologies for AGM because he was in Dehli at the time and also to than KASC for his Coach of the Year Award.
xii) E-mail from Bill Don re membership. George replied to e and I will be in touch with Bill


Action KW

xiii) E-mail from Duncan Zuill firstly apologising for tonight’s meeting but more importantly to seek advice for a predicament that the squash club is now facing. The land that the club is situation on is being sold and they have been asked to pay £25,000 which the club does not have. They have had contact with local surveyors who don’t think that the land is worth anywhere near that amount. Duncan is looking for assistance with regards to who can help. The was discussion on the situation which ended up with Stuart Maxwell offering to speak to Lindsay Roy MP. It was noted that Lindsay is not the MP for Kirkcaldy but he had dealt with a similar situation for the Martial Arts Club in Glenrothes and may be able to point Duncan in the right direction.
Action SW
George also suggested that Sheena Kenny at Fife Council may be able to help as she is very knowledgeable regarding funding. Ken will forward a copy of Duncan’s e-mail
Action KW
xiv) E-mail from George re details for Glenrothes Rugby Club. They are now affiliated. This generated some discussion on membership applications from Glenrothes clubs. George felt that as things stand KASC should accept applications from Glenrothes clubs. Gary agreed and felt that it was wrong that a whole area of Fife around Glenrothes was missing out.
c) Treasurer – No report.
d) Link Officer –Paula announced that Megan had now had her baby. Congratulations were offered to Megan and her husband and Ken was asked to send a card.
Action KW

Paula reported that Club Fife was still being launched with tweaks and one club is now at development level.

Club nights went well and they will be offered again with some changes.

Paula is currently working on the summer programme.

George asked to go back to Club Fife and said that he was under the impression that clubs would be expected to join the Sports Council but to date there had been no evidence of this taking place namely Thornton Golf Club and Balwearie Floorball. Paula mentioned that all clubs they are dealing with have affiliated. She agreed to look at Thornton Golf Club and Balwearie Floorball.

Action PR

George’s next question was regarding the recurring grant and that he had received a letter from Jim Douglas. The thought were whether not to apply for a grant. George felt that KASC should apply for a grant but perhaps not as much as we had previously. 
e) Awards – Ken reported that the nominations had now closed and the response for nominations for the Sports Personality had been dreadful. Matthew at the Press received none and Ken had received none. This resulted in Ken and George meeting with Matthew to go through all the Fife Free Press from November 2009 to November 2010 and had come up with four. These are Steven Dick, hockey, Mhairi Brown, tennis, Lois Devine, JKS Karate, and Lorraine Moffat, rugby. There was some discussion about the Karate World championships but it was agreed to go forward with the four named. Ken Mentioned that the names were due to appear in the Press this week along with the other categories but had been put back a week to coincide with the launch of the new tabloid format for the Press.
Gary asked if he could nominate someone for the disabled category. George pointed out that nominations would start next week and asked Gary to speak to Ken with regard to getting the nomination recorded.

Things would now take shape with letters going out to the sponsors very shortly and Ken and George would meet with Helen in a few weeks. Ken would look at trophies again and order medals for the team events.

Action KW/GMacD/HK
f) Grants – George raised the question about community grants and those that had been rejected being referred to the Sports Council. If the clubs are not members this could present problems for them. There was some further discussion on this point and it was agreed that we should stick to our policy of one year’s membership to qualify for a grant with the possible exception of a start up grant. George agreed to meet with Paula to finalise this and the grants application forms.
Action GMacD/PR

Stuart mentioned that he would like to see a start up grant for Karate in the Leven area. This should be possible but Stuart was asked to wait until the forms are finalised and then it could be looked at properly.

Jen mentioned the Cupar and Howe of Fife Twinning Association, who were taking a team to France for a Karate competition and would like support for athletes from Kirkcaldy. This posed a bit of a problem as Cupar and the Howe of Fife come under the North East Fife Sports Council Area. It may be that we need to speak with NEFSC and come to some arrangement but more information would be required.

Action JM

It is also possible that a Fife Council Grant would be available.

Jen reported that there will be a Gymnastics Regional Qualifier to be held at Buckhaven and asked the committee if they would agree to sponsoring a trophy. After a short discussion this was agreed. It was also agreed that the KASC pop-up would also be on display at the competition.

Gary suggested that we might be able to supply T-shirts for the event but Jen pointed out with the numbers involved it would be unreasonable.

Three applications for grants were received from Kirkcaldy Squash Club. Following some discussion it was agreed that the proposals would be left to George and Ken and the committee would be e-mailed on the proposals.

Action KW

It was suggested that a grants sub-committee be set up consisting of George and Don and at least one, perhaps two others.

Action GMacD
g) Active Schools – no report but Jen mentioned that there would be ‘wooden spoon’ rugby held in Leven for charity and that the East Fife Indoor Bowling Centre will be running taster sessions with volunteer coaches.
Jennifer Lennox would attend the next meeting.
h) Disability – Gary suggested we put together an article to promote young people with disability to participate in sport. While this was thought to be an excellent idea it is really only the clubs that could do this as they need to be able to accommodate the participants. It was agreed that some further thought be given to this to see if we can engage some of the member clubs. 
Jen said that camps had been set up throughout Fife but only Cupar ran.
There was some discussion on all the disability being centre at FIPRE and wondered if it would be possible to look at a series of hubs. 

Ken agreed to e-mail Anna on this to get her views and ask what is being done to promote disability in local areas.

Action KW
Stuart was keen to promote Karate for those with disabilities especially following on from Linzi’s success. He is hoping to generate more interest and if the response is favourable to set up a disability club at Chapel Community Centre.
i) Website – Shona is still updating the website when she gets information but she is pulling back from a number of activities. It is felt that it is important that the web site is kept up to date and we should be looking at alternatives should Shona decide to withdraw. Ken agreed to speak to Shona.
Action KW
j) Membership – A question was raised, following on from the Fife Football Referees grant request, about clubs that are Fife Wide. It was felt that they should not miss out because they didn’t fit into one particular Sport Council’s area, and once the three Sports Councils speak again the may need to set up a strategy for jointly dealing with this situation. 
Following some discussion on the matter it was agreed that for the time being each situation must be taken on merit.
k) Community Use of Schools – This item was added to the Agenda following the difficulties encountered by some clubs following the Balwearie fire. Most, if not all, of the problems are now resolved to some extent at least and with Balwearie due to reopen in the early part of 2011 it was felt that this item can now be removed from the agenda.
Action KW
l) Other Reports – There were no other reports
5. AOCB – There was no AOCB
6. Date of Next Meeting – This is to be arranged for sometime at the end of January, probably Thursday 27th. Because some of the committee had difficulty in attending on Thursdays and others on Wednesdays it was suggested that we would alternate between the two.
Stuart offered Chapel Community Centre as an alternative venue should we need it.

Ken will arrange the next meeting.

Action KW
Kirkcaldy – Levenmouth – Burntisland – Kinghorn
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