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Minutes of Annual General Meeting held at Adam Smith College, Kirkcaldy

Thursday 23 September 2010
Present: George MacDonald (Chair), Ken White (Secretary), Alastair Robertson (Treasurer), Don Burns, Liz Anderson, Andrew Lane,  Jennifer Mann, Gary Innes, Duncan Zuill, Irene Aitken, Eddie Doig, , Jim Syme, Cllr. Judy Hamilton, Mike McGlaughlan, Brian Simpson, Bob Wylie, Neil Arnold, Stuart Maxwell, T. Crossan, H. Hutchison, R. Johnston, M. Christie, G. Turnbull, J. Lennox, K. Turner, Cllr. David Ross, Cllr. L. Brown, Cllr. David Ross, Trish Dingwall, C. Grieve, Jen Henderson.
Apologies: Allan Cutter, St. John’s FC, Cllr. Arthur Robertson, Cllr. Carol Lindsay, Cllr. David Torrance, Helen Kuzyszyn, Lee Simpson, Alan Henderson, Neil Chalmers, Cllr. Jim Young, Cllr. Neil Crooks (Fife Council), Marilyn Livingstone, Cllr. Kay Carrington.
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting/Matters Arising: 

The Chair went through the main points of the minutes of the previous 2009 AGM. They were then approved as a true record by Duncan Zuill and seconded by Jennifer Mann.  There were no matters arising. 

2. Constitution: There were no changes to the constitution
3. Consideration of Annual Reports.


Chair – welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. He mentioned that this evening the Kirkcaldy Area Sports Council would officially launch their Grants Scheme. He mentioned that there were different categories and there were forms available for each. He thanked Megan and Paul for their help in getting the paperwork carried out.  
George had attended a number of meetings with a number of people involved to get us to this stage. George also mentioned his involvement in the forum that has been implementing the Fife Sports Strategy.2009/2013 and mentioned that Jen Henderson would give a presentation on the Sports Strategy later in the meeting. 
The Sport Council has been involved with member clubs mainly through minor funding including a delegation of Students from Adam Smith College who attended a twin town sports event in Ingolstadt and the sports council sponsored their polo shirts. 
The major event of the year was the annual sports awards held in the College an excellent success again with very good feedback. George made reference to the difference sports involved and the calibre of those receiving awards. The Sports Council had worked in partnership with the Fife Free Press where the voting for the Sports Personality of the year was voted for by the public and won by boxer, Sean Finney. Sean’s Trainer Mike Keane, who won Coach of the Year, will just about be on his way to India where he will coach the Scottish boxing team. Congratulations to Mike on this achievement. 
On the Awards thanks must go to the sponsors – PLM Optometrists, Fife Police, ACA Sports, Fife Free Press, Adam Smith College, Sport Tayside and Fife, and Fife Sport and Leisure Trust. 
The year gone has been a busy year and the coming year will also be a busy year starting with the Launch of the Grants Scheme and the Annual Awards later tonight.  

Secretary  - reiterated the Chair’s remarks in that is had been a busy year. Last year the Sports Council were focussing on what was happening on the new Kirkcaldy Pool and its location. We eventually decided that we were fighting a losing battle and that we should be looking at something more substantial in terms of sport. The main thing is the grant scheme which will be launched tonight but a few applications have already been received and they have been looked at by the committee. 
One thing that George hasn’t mentioned is that the role of the Sports Council is to generate interest in sport initially in the Kirkcaldy Area but also throughout Fife and one of the issues for Fife is that there are three Sports Councils, Dunfermline and West Fife, North East Fife and ourselves, however there is a bit in the middle that is not covered at all and George was involved in meeting with the other two Sports Councils to see if this issue could be resolved. Glenrothes, for example, has no cover. Once the awards are up and running the next major task, in addition to the Sports Strategy is to make sure the whole of Fife is covered.
4. Consideration of Reviewed Accounts 
Treasurer  - tabled a set of accounts and gave a quick resume and asked for questions. 
The Accounts had been independently examined by Paul Gibb, Financial Director.
5.  Awards  - Ken reported that the Awards for 2010 will be held probably in February, but this has still to be decided. The Awards were meant to be launched this evening and the Fife Free Press had been asked to place the nomination form for Sports Personality in today’s fife Free Press. It actually appeared last Thursday so we are off to a flyer. The form for remainder of the Awards will appear in the Fife Free Press on 4th November and will close on 12 January 2011. The public will vote on the Sports Personality and the rest of the awards will be decided by a panel, outwith the Sports Council. Ken Thanked Adam Smith College for the help they gave for the Awards night, catering and the room.
6. Launch of KASC Grants Scheme – George reported that he had been working with Meg and Paula and also Sheena Kenny of Fife Council. Meg and Paula had also ran the forms past Jim Douglas and Gordon Hynd to make sure everything was in order as one of the priorities was to ensure that the scheme did not duplicate funding coming from other bodies. Member clubs were asked to let us know where they were finding difficulties in accessing funding and although there was not a great response it was identified some areas where we may be able to help. The grants will be in the following categories:



Coach, Official and Volunteering Grant




Development Grant




Events Grant



These are the three main ones but there is also two others one which is called Additional Funding Grant to cover all eventualities where requirements may be missed and the other is a Start-up Grant. Some sports don’t have governing bodies or recognised by sportscotland and may miss out in funding. And the Sports Council will look at a grant to cover those clubs.


It is brand new and will be piloted for a few months. Feedback will be welcomed.


George formally launched the Grants Scheme. 


The clubs who had already responded were presented a cheque. These clubs were:




Chapel Roller Hockey Club




Kirkcaldy Bulls Flag Football Club




Fife Football Referees


George provided a short explanation on why they had been awarded the Grant.


Burntisland Swimming club have a grant approved but have still to submit the official form.

7. Launch of Club Fife – Meg Buchanan and Paula Ryce gave a presentation on Club Fife and explained it is a club accreditation scheme. Designed to assist voluntary sports clubs run efficiently. The aim is to encourage establishment and operation of structured child friendly and safe sports club with the potential to develop and expand. 
The award is similar to the governing bodies accreditation schemes such as gymmark or swimmark. The benefits of Club Fife are improving the club, the structure of the club. A sports development officer will be available to visit clubs to help them with the process. Two levels are foundation level and development level. Available will be Child protection courses, workshops, publicity, help clubs to work with schools. Logo will appear on all club materials.
Development level adds emergency first aid course, nutrition, £100 to help club with development plan. 

Help with procedures, club structures, policies, welcome packs, etc.

Process – complete application, information in place for visit, templates for use. 
George asked how long the process took. The answer is at the clubs leisure and each one will vary. Question from the floor as to whether they would visit on a Saturday. Answer – Yes.
8. Fife Sports Strategy – Jen Henderson gave a presentation on the Fife Sports Strategy. Main points in summary. Strategy was adopted in 2009. Scottish Governments strategy for sport had some actions for local authorities and that is why the Fife Strategy was brought forward from 2010. The vision is Fife is a place where all abilities can enjoy a lifelong involvement in sport. Trying to increase participation and improve performance across the board. 22 objectives. The implementation of the strategy will be the legacy that we have from this. This is the starting point and the responsibility for implementation falls to the sport strategy forum. A collaboration led by Fife Council, representatives from all the sports councils, sportscotland, sport Tayside and Fife, Community use schools and Fife Sport and Leisure Trust. Opportunity for other organisations to get involved at appropriate times, for example Sport Disability Fife. Forum has agreed six priority objectives in three main areas of work – club support, access to facilities and training. Ties in with Club Fife and pilot has meant that clubs first of all had a good look at themselves. Opportunities for clubs to get training and access to working with top coaches in their sport. 
Support will come from six generic sports development officers although there are another five sport specific development officers.

By joining the Sports Council clubs will have a voice on the forum and any points they wish to raise can be done through the Sports Council and the representative at the forum will in turn raise it there.
George gave an example of how the Sports Council can help clubs in that Gallatown Park Bowling Club had asked for financial support for procuring steps for bowlers with disabilities. The Sports Council were unable to meet their request, mainly because of the sums of money involved but what we were able to do, with the help of local Councillors, was to put the club in contact with another source of funding and this went through to the satisfactions of both the club and the Sports Council.
9. Honorarium  - at this point the Secretary was asked to leave the room while the meeting discussed the honorarium. On his return it was reported that the honorarium had been increased to £300.
10. Election of Office bearers and Management Committee – George informed the meeting that this year the two office bearers due to retire this year are the secretary and the vice chair. Nomination for Secretary was Ken White nominated by George and seconded by Trish Dingwall. There were no other nominations.
Don Burns was nominated as Vice Chair by George and Seconded by Gary Innes. There were no other nominations for Vice Chair.

The Management Committee – Alan Cutter, Liz Anderson, Duncan Zuill agreed to stay on the committee. Trish Dingwall, Stuart Maxwell put their names forward. All of the above were proposed by Don seconded by Gary Innes. Bob Wylie volunteered at the end of the meeting and was accepted by George and Ken. In addition to the above there are other committee member representing local bodies. These are Helen Kuzyszyn – Adam Smith College, Cllr. Neil Crooks – elected representative, Fife Council, Jennifer Mann – Active Schools, Andrew Lane – Active Schools, vacancy – Fife Police, Meg Buchanan and Paula Ryce – Joint Link Officers, Fife Council, Marilyn Livingstone – Honorary President, George MacDonald – Chair, Alistair Robertson – Treasurer.
11. Appointment of Independent Examiner
Paul Gibb to be retained for next year.

12. Any Other Competent Business.

George raised two things – the pop-up stand – made up for awards last year. George asked if anyone had any photographs that they are willing to donate photographs for the second pop-up stand.

The second point was to ask those present if they are not already members of the Sorts Council to do so. 
George thanked everyone for their attendance.
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